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GoopesyE MiNtMALLY ADEQUATE PETITION CHALLENGE

Hour many siynatures can YOU collect?
State-wide goal: 1,000,000 sigmers in 2009, LWVCA goal: 5,000 sigmers before 52109

LWV CA BOARD CHALLENGE: Join our
campaign o get S000 new signers by our
Annual Meeting on May 21%. There will be
prizes for those who collect the maost signatures,

Would vou choose a “minimally adequate®
education for vour children? Of course noil Mo
parent wold|

The 5C Constitution requires the State to
prowvide “for the maintenance and support of a
system of free public schools open o all
children.” In 19949 the 5C Supreme Court
interpreted this language to mean that the State
muskt provide a “minimally adeguate™
education. But a “minimally adequate”
education will nob prepare our children o be
fulfilled adults, contributing citizens, and
competent employees capable of making South
Caroling competitive in tomormow’s economy |
The State needs to set higher standards for the
public schools,

A Joint Resolution has been filed in the SC
House and Senate proposing o amend the
Constitubion to say that South Caralina will
“provide a high quality education allowing sach
child to reach his highest potential,” A
constitutional amendment requires approval by
a bwo-thirds majority of both houses, approval
by voters in a referendum and legislation to
ratify the results of the ballot question,
Cme-million signatures on this petition will tell
the Legislabure to pass the joint resclution and
bring the isswe ko the volers now,

JOIN THE CHALLEMNGE. If every member gels
33 signabures, we will surpass our poal.

Signers should be South Carcling residents,
They do not have to be registersd o vobe,

School age children and up can sign.
Collecting signatures is easy. Here are some
ideas. You will come up with others,

= IF you have nob already signed the petition,

sigm o lime at

www proosd] byermiminmally adequate.comm.
E-mwail the link o your on-line pals, Ask

theerm o sigrn o line and bet you know whien
thesy o

= Print |.'ﬂrli|-.~: of the rll.:l:il'il::ln and ca rry Hhwerm
with vou, Ask meighbors, lamily, friends,
Co=wWOrkers o S

= Circulate the En-li.l:il.m alk Irl"1|.!ri.|'l“h-ﬂl'll.|.
rmeetings: your book ¢ ']ui:, wour bridpe
group, the parents at vour child’s sports
events and after school activilies.

= Askat yvour repular stopping places if you
can leave copies of the petition in a
|'|-n:1|||i.m~11l E:Ehu . You can rlil"k 1:?1
cormpleted petitions and replenish
pericdically, This will work best if someons
o sibe will collect and haold i'l.:-l11]11|::||::|:|
pretitioans for you and will put ook fresh ones
as needed, Some places o consider:
school and church offices, coffes shop, gym,

You will find the information you mesd o
participate on the LWVCA website al
http:/ / charleston sc, lwv.org,

{8 N T O O I |

HOW MANY S1GMNATURES
CAN YOU COLLECT?
START TODAY, MEET THE CHALLEMNGE,
WIN THE PEIZE.
EEMEMBER: THE EEAL WINNEES ARE

OUR CHILEYEEMN!

CQuestions? Please conbact Pepgy Huchet,
Education Chair, 762-3828,
mhuehetEcomoast, pet

LWVCA participated
in the 2009
Martin Luther King
Day Parade
on January 19

Walking and riding In @ red, white and blus Testoaned tnick ware: photo at lelt - (kneeing) Feggy Huchet and granddaughier
Margaaus; (standing, left to right) Whitney Warnsing, Paula Egelson, Jon Edwands, Michelle Tumar and her naphes, sheka
Dixon, Akela Wison, Barbara Zia, Jenny Wiadower, Juanita Middleton
Fidiney Fiamsing ano Jon Ecwards wark wilh Pacla & the Colege of Chadesion & e Canter for Parmarship i improve
Educanon [CRIE) and aise wark v achvities instrushan in the Aavanced Placament Acedemy Program af Burke High Schaol
izheka Divan and Akala Wdson ane siudents i1 e Advanced Fiacamars Academy of Burke Hign Schoo)
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I'll Be Sober in the Morning -
Great Political Comebacks, Putdowns & Ripostes

by College of Charleston Professor
Chris Lamb

Featured on NPR and MSNBC
Available at bookstores or
www.frontlineltd.com
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First Federal puts you first.

First Federal works to earn your business every day.
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You're Invited!

Interested in meeting new people and
finding out what is happening in the

LAV AZ Look 1o us First for:

; : ) = Sever-day banking in our Wal-Mart Supercenter locations.
Join the WMACA Board for a little « impeccable service,
networking at our p - Competitive rates and products.
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and management —
decisions for the ,
League are made.

Board meetings begin at 6:30 pom. on plfﬂﬁf WEffﬂﬂlE ﬂm’ ME WMEMEIEF‘FF

the second YWednesday of each month.
The 30-minute get-togethers will held

from 6:00 - 5:30 p.m. The next board
meeting is set for March 11, 2009, Audrey Hagan
Meetings are held at the First Federal
Corporate Center, 2440 Mall Drive,

Morth Charleston. For more information Vichie Middleton
please email lynngreer@hotmail.com.

Charleston's First Female Legislator Dies

By Brian Hicks Reprrinded unith pernnission of e Post & Couerter Tnesday, February 17, 2009
e g | ¢ irginia Brockington Gowrding the licst womman from Charleston Lo serve in the slate Legislature, died Saturday,
She was 88, Gourdin was born in Kingstree and grew up farming cotton, tohacco and pine trees — and was
proud of it, her lamily said.

Virginia Gourdin came to Charleston in 1950 after earning, degrees from Winthrop College, the University of
South Carolina and Columbia Liniversity, Shi also studied al the University of Virginia and the University of
California, Berkeley, She worked as a librarian at the Harvard Graduate Business School and taught high school
in Beaulort and Chardeston, and in USC's English Department. Bul it was her election o the state Flouse in 1953

that [ocused attention on her. Cndy the Hith woman o serve in the General Assembly, and the Hirst from Charles-
ton County, she walked into a world controlled by some of the most famous names in 200h contury South Caro-
lina palitics: House Speaker Selomon Blatt, beture Gov, Robert McMair and Sen. Marion Gressette among then,
T — Gourdin held her own, blasting her colleagues for wasteful spending and campaigning, 1o investigate commu-
nist activity in Lhe state, She was publicly critical of having stale imli.l,v.'.f:. eleciod by a Legislature dominated by

Chaiekon Al
Loy ez

attorneys who practice before those judges.  Bul after two terms, Gourdin had had enough and chose not to seek a third., "l was
discouraged by the lack of public participation in politics,” Gourdin told The News and Courier in 1984, "At the end of four
years, | was quite [atigued and -L||mtu discouraged. "Bul | was effective in showing that women could serve in the Legislature,”
she said, "Once | got there, | had no opposition.”

Less than a hundred women have served in the Slatehouse since women were granbed the right to vole. The TA-member
South Carolina Legislature consistontly ranks among the bottom in the nation for the ratio of men o women, Mo women
currently serve in the Senale, Seventeen women serve in the Hoose,

March/April 2009 3



















